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SUBJECT: GROUP "NON-TARIFF MEASURES" 

REF: MTN GENEVA 2831 

1 . OFFICIAL GATT TRANSLATION OF EC PROPOSAL FOR 
PROCEDURES FOR NEGOTIATING NTM'S NOT DEALT WITH 
MULTILATERALLY RECEIVED TODAY AS MTN/NTM/W/45. TEXT 
IS AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE 1. THE QUESTION OF PROCEDURES 
FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON NON-TARIFF MEASURES NOT DEALT 
WITH MULTILATERALLY HAS BEEN DISCUSSED 

ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS IN THE GROUP "NON TARIFF 
MEASURES" WITHOUT ANY DECISION HAVING BEEN REACHED YET. 

2. THIS SITUATION SEEMS ESSENTIALLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO 
THE FACT THAT MOST DELEGATIONS ARE IN SOME 
UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE NATURE AND NUMBER OF MEASURES THAT 
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COULD BE THE SUBJECT OF THESE PROCEDURES. 
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3. IN THE OPINION OF THE COMMUNITY, THESE PROCEDURES COULD 
APPLY TO MEASURES PRESENTING THE FOLLOWING CHAR- 
ACTERISTICS: (A) MEASURE APPLIED BY ONE COUNTRY OR A 

FEW COUNTRIES; (B) MEASURES OF INTEREST TO ONE OR 
SEVERAL EXPORTING COUNTRIES; (C) MEASURES WHICH DOES 
NOT SEEM, AT FIRST SIGHT, SUSCEPTIBLE OF A MULTILAT- 
ERAL SOLUTION (E.G. INTERPRETATIVE NOTE, CODE, ETC.) 

BECAUSE IT IS ESSENTIALLY A MATTER OF ABOLISHING OR 
ADJUSTING NATIONAL LEGISLATION OR PRACTICE, NOT OF 
CLARIFYING OR BROADENING EXISTING INTERNATIONAL RULES 
OR OF FORMULATING NEW RULES. 

4. THIS PROCEDURE SHOULD NOT, OF COURSE, COVER MEA- 
SURES CURRENTLY UNDER EXAMINATION IN SUB-GROUPS OF THE 
GROUP "NON-TARIFF MEASURES", NOR THOSE THAT IT HAS BEEN 
PROPOSED TO ADD IN A SECOND LIST OF MEASURES, NOR 
THOSE COMING UNDER THE PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED BY THE 
GROUP "AGRICULTURE". 

5. THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES CONCUR WITH THE OBJECTIVES 
OF A FLEXIBLE AND TRANSPARENT APPROACH IN THIS AREA. 

6. A FIRST STEP TOWARDS DEVELOPING THESE PROCE- 
DURES MIGHT BE FOR INTERESTED DELEGATIONS 

TO PRESENT NOTIFICATIONS CONCERNING THE MEASURES APPLIED 
BY ONE OR MORE PARTICIPANTS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND 
WHICH, IN THEIR VIEW, ARE NOT SUSCEPTIBLE OF MULTILATERAL 
SOLUTIONS. THE NOTIFICATION MIGHT COMPRISE: 

- A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE MEASURE (1) 

(1) A DETAILED DESCRIPTION WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY IF 
ALREADY INCLUDED IN THE INVENTORY OF NON-TARIFF 
MEASURES (MTN/3B/1 TO 5) (X) POSSIBLY WITH AN INDICA- 
TION OF THE PRODUCTS AFFECTED, WHERE APPROPRIATE; 

- THE TYPE OF ACTION THAT THE NOTIFYING 
COUNTRY WOULD LIKE TO SEE TAKEN BY THE COUNTRY APPLY- 
ING THE MEASURE. 
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7. THE GATT SECRETARIAT WOULD TRANSMIT THE NOTIFICA- 
TION TO THE COUNTRY OR COUNTRIES CONCERNED, AND WOULD 
DISTRIBUTE THE NOTIFICATIONS TO ALL PARTICIPATING COUN- 
TRIES. 

8. THIS NOTIFICATION PROCESS WOULD HELP THE GROUP AND 
DELEGATIONS TO DEFINE THE SCOPE AND NATURE OF THE PROB 
LEMS, AND TO DECIDE IN FULL KNOWLEDGE OF THE FACTS WHAT 
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PROCEDURES SEEM BEST SUITED FOR SEEKING SOLUTIONS. 

9. IT WOULD NO DOUBT BE USEFUL TO FIX A STARTING DATE 
FOR THIS NOTIFICATION PROCESS. OF COURSE, ANY PARTICI- 
PANT WOULD BE FREE TO PRESENT A NEW NOTIFICATION AT ANY 
TIME. BUT WHEN THE GATT SECRETARIAT HAS RECEIVED A SUF- 
FICIENTLY REPRESENTATIVE COLLECTION OF NOTIFICATIONS, 

THE GROUP COULD AGAIN REVERT TO THIS MATTER AND DECIDE 
HOW TO PROCEED FURTHER. UNQUOTE CULBERT 
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